Lt 

-■ • 

' Lttl 
bhat some people , ' , 

i , 

. r- 

i 

.other . "Qd. 

's life. It J ike a 

littee. -he rule iff er r J ce.~" i contest played, 

it is a rl" into which we nust enter and 

re not 
for our very lives, because we are. It is a iraamsfe lone, and -r et the 

Lnst us from the very fi ? tie. 

core before it ev 

;icipate. 

:? , or that 
:e. 

■ 

■ , , oft -" . 

.- . m faces 
Live s , whic 

20 I, gives ' ' ' b a11 

of us, sern. : 

3 even before bhe kiwkoff. 

;hings list , add, like , " 

s 



-2- 

5, we e. Thus the scoi 

i i 

■" " ■' ■' ' '■• 't plan it this 

, rur sin cane t ■ and because of 

'ai: - J !' to it, -' ith ■ 

, will lead to defeat , s ?e to 
Lght. 

rhat i-nni - ■ ■ , 

, ito action in our ' -Lve to 

ht our opponent : vi . Lis 

- ■ ' • , ' ied form 

in 3 ver £ : ■ is f 16. 

_ :_ ' . •" ■' - . Lcally if ' ill ■ all 

, " , Lust of the 

Ln each that 

the H irit. 
in t lection of 

be. 11 - re not c i t -' 

heart , hut Him i . 

" : 'little 

, at we do not to 
in our If 

wuti 

tc "' irse! ' r ...:::: 

. tinsel 



, dis- 

. ■ ■ ■ ■ 

i le the Spirit." 
' i laining, in 

; .n't it ' if: Lf ;art over boday? 

- too often '■' ey ne , or 

1, "./hat r," Or 

Lng n 
i 

ii -\ |uice 2 a 

hine. it, " i1 it J ;lie 

> ■ ;ematic -"- 

in the past , but will gr 

etc, etc. 

, -a can reser is to read God's Word, 

eh of any >ne, an 

it, it 3 t. I c be • . 

of t ' , 

...... ^self. 

' i-ly, in whic ' Lng to ct 

" i "' ' : ^ l 



r 



3T. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 



Butler, PennsylvamI a _^ 

Second Sunday After Christmas January 2> '97/ 

The Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Wallace Feder, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Dtrecto* 
Brenda Marsurger,, Dan Bosko - Acolyteb 



II : On a.m. 

Denton 
our help in ages past 11 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Prelude "Poem" 

•Processional Hvmn No. 63 "Our Goo 

•Ascription - Choral Amen 

•f.XHORTAT ion 

•Confession "Eternal Father, teach us in the days of 
this yeah to discover the prectousness or time. keep 
us from squandering our hours in senseless thought 
and useless activities. help us through gooo books, 
clean crinversat ion, and creative action to so number 
our davb that » r e ma v get a heart of wisdom, and a life 
devoted to thv reconciling ministry in the wqrlo ', 
through Jesus Christ, Amen." 

*Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 

"Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 

•Prai se 

♦Pastor: '0 Lord open our lips. 

•People: And our mouth shall show forth- thv praise 

•Doxologv No. 551 ff4L£ ££****** G&* ¥j$ & 

Scripture: Galat I anS 5' •' 'j <■ >** E* **X 



Recjui em Observance- 
Ralph T. Killean 
Nora S. Thompson 
"John K. W| lSon 
Amelia Dreher 



George L, Dav is 

Ruby H. Grossman 

Everett H. WcCaNdless 

Mabel Sancbach (Past member) 



Hymn No, 4-18 "For all the saints who from their labors rest' 
Call to Praver 

Pastor: The Lord se with you 

People! Ano with thv spirit 

Pastor % Let us prav 
Praver and Praver Response 
Offeftng 

Offertory "Ljtany" Schubert 

A mem: "He" - Solo qv Karen Maloney 



Sermon: "THE FRUITBOWL" 

Praver and Lord's Praver 
*Hvm-n of Dedication No- 35 "lord, dismiss us with 

Thy blessing" 
Benediction anp Three Fold Amen 

Organ Postlude: "Praise to the Lord> Almighty" W(lson 
--------- *comgr£gati on standing ------ 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed bv 

Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Aensel in loving memory of the 

"Grandparents" 
Serving as Ushers today are; * Allen Botacchi, John 

Redman, Dan Bosko, Robert Kanuer, Charles Penar. 
Deacon and Mrs* Richard Mangel will be at the door 

todav. 

MURSERY WILL RE PROVIDED TODAY BY SaNDY SHEPFECK 
AND BONNJE VenSel. 

*^ Hospitalized: Richard Grouse - &'ercy Hospital. 
"^ Dr, Homer Fi lson - BCMH, 

The Financial Secretary's books are closed anything 

no"" will be placed in 1977 books* 
Please owly use new envelopes and do not use old ones. 
The num&ers change r«oM year to year and it can set 
very confusing, 
^ Wed. - 7 : 3^ ~ Church Co-ncil meeting 
^^ Thurs. - 7 ;n ~ Bible Study in the Undercroft 

The Newsletter will be published on Thursday - Please 
have all the material in by wednesday. 
The ARC Clasb will have a dinner and will go to see 
the Little Theater play "Avanti" (comedy) - Jan, 22. 
Dinner will be at 6:0^ P.M. at the Elks, You can 
come to one or both. Everyone will order their meal 
seperatelv,. reservations will have to be made by 
January 9th, Please call after 6=00 P.M. Jeannie 
WcBride - 2S3-B980 or Delqres SotacchI - 2B7-723U. 
We will need someone for Flowers for next Week (9th), 
also the ?3 R t 1 i AWci THe 6 th 0fU February. If you would 

POSSIBLY WANT ONE OF THESE DATES - PLEASE LEAVE Bea 

Tait know in the office. 
The staIR-slioe, new Altar cloth and Portable floor 
model sound lectern will be dedicated ne*t sunday. 
-^^Jan 10 - St. Paul'b needs people to go to Sunnyv i ew 
at 1 :G0 - Please come along and help sing and etc. 
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Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



